CITES has strict rules, set out in Article VII and a number of resolutions, dealing with trade in captive-bred specimens of Appendix I listed species The relevant portions of Article VII (paragraphs. 4 and 5) read: "4. Specimens of an animal species included in Appendix I bred in captivity for commercial purposes, or of a plant species included in Appendix I artificially propagated for commercial purposes, shall be deemed to be specimens of species included in Appendix II. 5. Where a Management Authority of the State of export is satisfied that any specimen of an animal species was bred in captivity or any specimen of a plant species was artificially propagated, or is a part of such an animal or plant or was derived therefrom, a certificate by that Management Authority to that effect shall be accepted in lieu of any of the permits or certificates required under the provisions of Articles III, IV or V." This wording has been added to by a number of resolutions, some of which are likely to be revised in the near future. If the elephant truly fits January 2000
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into the captive-bred definition, therefore, no import permit should be necessary as the specimen will be treated as either on Appendix II (if bred for commercial purposes) or not subject to the articles requiring import permits. To fit under the exemption in Article IV, the specimen must come from a captive breeding facility registered with the CITES Secretariat. However, e.g., Germany would certainly be required to issue an import permit for wild-caught animals. The issues are: 1) . Is the animal captive-bred within CITES definitions? If so, Germany is not required to issue an import permit. 2) . Is the country of export requiring an import permit from Germany before it issues an export permit -a requirement if the specimen is NOT covered by the Article VII exemptions? If so it would appear that either it does not accept the animal as captive bred, or that it has stricter domestic laws requiring import permits even if it is captive bred (something CITES allows under Article XIV). The problem MAY be that the country of export does not consider the animal captive-bred but Germany does, in which case you would have to get the Management Authorities in the exporting and importing countries talking to see what is going on.
African elephant (Loxodonta africana) populations transferred from Appendix I to Appendix II and sales of ivory -Following hot and long debate during the tenth Conference of the Parties (COPIO) in 1997 in Harare, Zimbabwe, CITES voted to transfer the elephant populations of Zimbabwe, Namibia, and Botswana to Appendix II, subject to certain restrictions and conditions, in part to allow Botswana, Namibia, and Zimbabwe to sell limited stocks of ivory from government warehouses to Japan. This resolution which follows a nineyear ban on ivory sales designed to end poaching, includes tight control to avoid or reduce laundering of ivory from other countries and to avoid increased poaching. Below is a summary quote:
"Transfer from Appendix I to II: Only the populations of Botswana, Namibia, and Zimbabwe, to allow: 1) export of hunting trophies for non-commercial purposes; 2) export of live animals to appropriate and acceptable destinations (Namibia: for non-commercial purposes only); 3) export of hides (Zimbabwe only); 4) export of leather goods and ivory carvings for non commercial purposes (Zimbabwe only). No international trade in ivory is permitted before 18 months after transfer to Appendix II comes into effect (i.e., March 18, 1999). Thereafter, under experimental quotas for raw ivory not exceeding 25.3 tons (Botswana), 13.8 tons (Namibia) and 20 tons (Zimbabwe), raw ivory may be exported only to Japan, subject to the conditions established in Decision of the Conference of the Parties regarding ivory No. 10.1. Specimens not meeting any of the above conditions shall be deemed to be specimens of species included in Appendix I and the trade in them shall be regulated accordingly". SOURCES: United States Department of The Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington, D.C., CITES Update #57, November 1997, "Amendments to the CITES Appendices effective September 18, 1997", page i.
In February 1999 the 41st Standing Committee of CITES approved the sale of elephant ivory from Zimbabwe, Namibia and Botswana. The decision was taken over the objection of Kenya, Mali, Liberia, The United States, and numerous non-governmental organizations worldwide. SOURCE: AWIO [abbreviations are defined on p. 87], Spring 1999, p. 4. On April 13, 1999 the government of Zimbabwe auctioned 20 tons of existing ivory stock to 18 Japanese buyers. Botswana was planning to auction 25 tons shortly after. The auctions in all three countries have taken place, and the ivory has already been shipped to Japan, where it was unloaded under the supervision of the CITES Secretariat. The prices at the auctions have been kept a secret, but are rumored to be lower than expected; they will probably be made public at the Standing Committee meeting this September. SOURCE: AKF (June 1999), 26(6):226. The Wildlife Protection Society of India (see section "Organizations" in ENN, this issue) held a protest march in New Delhi, India against Japan's decision to reopen trade in ivory; 400 people and two elephants attended. Television coverage reached Japan on worldwide media programs. SOURCE: Press release "Protest March Against Japan's Trade in Ivory & Tiger Parts" May 3,1999. On July 16, 1999, it was reported that 50 tons of ivory were unloaded in Japan earlier that week, under the sale sanctioned by CITES. A condition of the ivory sales by the governments of Zimbabwe, Namibia and Botswana is that proceeds go to elephant conservation in those countries. SOURCE: BBC World Service News.
COP11 -The eleventh Conference of the Parties (COP 11) will be hosted by UNEP and the CITES Secretariat, and will be held April 10-20, 2000 in Nairobi, Kenya (at the United Nations Environment Programme Headquarters). Proposals for this meeting include: South Africa submitted to downlist its own population; Botswana, Namibia, and Zimbabwe have asked for further ivory sales. Kenya and India proposed to reverse the 1997 decision and return all Africa elephant populations that are currently on Appendix II to Appendix I. Support for the Kenya/India proposal has been expressed by some African countries, voicing concerns that the 1997 downlisting and subsequent sale may have contributed to new poaching.
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA)
-states that it is unlawful to import, export or sell in interstate or international commerce any endangered species or any product of an endangered species in the USA. As the ESA of 1973 was set to expire in 1995, President William Clinton extended the act while Congress continues to consider legislation. In 1995 In , 1996 In , 1997 In and 1998 
